LONG BIO:
Some of the best things in life come from The Silver Lining, and some come….
 “… through the splendid musicianship of Efrath Shapira (whose stature and movement make her the quintessential fiddler)…..”
Rog Robbennolt – Crossville Chronicle
The songs in Efrats second album are a blend of many styles, including folk, jazz, pop, klezmer, swing, and blues.  Their lyrics, and structure are a testament to finding strength during the trials of life and leaning on those around you for help. Serenade is a song of love that can never quite be had. SOS is a song of strength and survival when you don’t want to be strong anymore. The Silver Lining is about finding the good in any situation and Are You Worthy is about realizing your own worth when getting into any kind of new relationship. Efrat likes to lean on her players for support even during solos and on Chance there is a mutual double improvisational solo going on between the violin and harmonica. Almost all of her songs have improvisatory sections, though, so don’t be surprised if in concert you hear something new every time and if there are a lot more double instrument solos in concert showing us how just like in life leaning on your friends and neighbors to create anything, even a moment of musical happiness, can be the greatest thing of all, which is why she HAD to include her own cover version of Keep On The Sunny Side (Carter family).  She chose to feature Rusty Holloway (Stan Getz, Sarah Vaughaun) on bass, John Carlini (David Grisman) on Guitar, newcomer Jeff Tobey on Harmonica, and Steve Holloway on percussion (Riverdance). Jen Dearman and Katherine Etzel of Bobtown are also featured on her big production number, Are You Worthy.
Efrat began her musical studies on the violin at age 7 and was immediately drawn to the beauty within the variation of so many musical styles that exist.  As her musical studies progressed she was especially enthralled by groups like the Kronos Quartet, who were blending jazz, classical, and African musical styles, but also enjoyed everything from Mozart to Madonna (who is still one of her idols today).  She learned klezmer and Israeli music from her father, dabbled in folk and rock with her cello/singer buddy, Helen, down the street and took every possibility to play and learn bluegrass, country, and any other genre she came into contact with. Despite her varied interests in music she was accepted into the top classical violin schools in the country (Eastman awarded her the Kodak scholarship) with scholarships and invited to study with the teacher of her choice.  

She settled at Indiana University for her undergrad where she studied with Yuval Yaron, Henryk Kowalski, and Steven Boe. During this time she also was a member of the Shira Festival Orchestra in Israel which is directed by Lorin Maazel and their conductors included Zubin Mehta (Israel, London, and NY Philharmonic) It was her chance meeting with David Baker, though, that would affect her music in a deep way. After a forced break from music due to injury she resumed her violin studies with Mark Zelmanovich at the University of Tennessee Music, as a full scholarship student, from which she received her Masters in Music Performance.  She took the opportunity to learn more about jazz piano from Jerry Coker (jazz piano), jazz vocals from Patty Coker (Bobby McFerrin), and ensemble training from Rusty Holloway (Stan Getz). During this time she established her first group as a bandleader and had a string quartet with Rusty Holloway (The Rusty Stringz) and she became a music fixture around town and was even written up in a book commemorating four decades of music in Knoxville, Cumberland Avenue Revisited.

After graduation she moved to NYC to continue her career in music.  Her first job was as concertmaster for Olivia Newton John Orchestras, and her next step was to re-establish the Jade Quartet, which had started with David Baker coaching’s at IU and continued with Rusty Holloway at UT. Since then they have recorded for notables such as Ashanti and Bobbie Eakes (All My Children, One Life to Live), and were recently recorded to feature in the new upcoming Ryan Leslie video. On top of her work as a violinist, violist, and strings composer and arranger Efrat also pursued her love of singing and jazz, which culminated in her debut CD, No Strings Attached.  She began recording it in 2007, but then toured 47 states and Canada as an onstage violinist in the Broadway show tour of Oliver where she received rave reviews continent wide!  Meanwhile, No Strings Attached was picked for the movie How To Seduce Difficult Women and featured in its trailer garnishing it over 8 million views, or listens, worldwide. 

At this point Efrat became a new mother and took a break from being a leader and joined Spuyten Duyvil for a few years as well as working and recording as a sideman for other notable bands.  CLICK HERE to check out the recordings she is on. She created string sections (composing, arranging, and recording) for Sebastien Kole (J-LO Goin On’) of Motown and for Spuyten Duyvil (Tempation – Everything I Am). Now back and feeling rejuvenated after finding the silver lining in life, Efrat is overjoyed to present her new CD The Silver Lining.   She is also busy working on more exciting projects with the Jade Quartet and is starting a Klezmer duo with her father, accordionist Dan Shapira, so keep checking back for new and exciting updates!
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